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Picturebook,whenusedappropriately,canprovidean

appealing,rich and purposefulcontext in which to

stimulatestudents’learning interest and to promote

their mathematicaldevelopment. In this study, it

reportson an explorativestudy designedand carried

out by an in-serviceteacherwho taught in Grade3.

According to the chaptersrelatedto measurementin

the textbook, which are areaand time respectively,

three picture books were chosento be used as the

main context for classroomteaching. The findings

indicate that studentsare more engagedinto their

learningandhopeto havemorepicturebooksshared

in mathematicsclass.

Results  and  Conclusion

It was found that the stories in the picture books

greatly arouse students’learning interest. More

measuringbehaviorof the studentscould be found in

class. Also, the students were more engaged to

discussionandwilling to sharetheir thought.

This study was carriedout in the secondsemesterof

Grade3 in primary education. Thereare two chapters

in the Sujiaobantextbookrelatedto measurement: one

is “Areaof Rectangleand Square”and the other is

“Year,Month, and Date”. In correspondenceto the

mathematicalcontentmentionedabove,three picture

booksfrom the Math Mattersseriesare chosento be

usedasthe main contextfor teaching(Table1), which

wasgreatlydifferentfrom usingcontextsandexamples

in the textbooks to teach measurement. The lesson

plansandthe conversionsbetweenthe teacherandher

studentsduring teaching were gatheredas data for

analysis.

Chapter in the textbook Mathematical content Name of picture book

Area of Rectangle and Square Meaning of area Sam's Sneaker Squares

Year, Month, and Date Year, Month, and Date Play Date

Hours, minutes and seconds 24-hour clock It is About Time, Max!

Picture books are consideredas a didactical tool for

students’mathematics learning, as they have the

potentialto providestudentswith anappealingcontext,

which makestheproblems,situationsandquestionsthat

childrenencounterin thestorymeaningfulto them(Van

den Heuvel-Panhuizen& Elia, 2013). A greatnumber

of studieshave proved that picture book, when used

appropriately,canarousestudents’learninginterestand

promotetheir mathematicaldevelopment. In China,the

younger generationhas more accessto and become

more familiar with picture books, including both the

traditional Chinesestoriesand translatedversionfrom

other countries. However,picture books are generally

arrangedashomereading. How to makeuseof picture

booksin the settingof classroomto facilitatestudents’

mathematicslearning still remainsa topic to explore.

Therefore,the authordesignedthis studyto investigate

how to supportstudents’learning of measurementin

primaryeducationby introducingpicturebooks.
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